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From the Rector’s desk : The art and craft of listening

Undoubtedly, we are all looking forward towards 
the synod in Rome this month on “Youth, Faith and 
Vocational Discernment”. The Instrumentum Laboris of 
the Synod has already presented a profound reflection 
recognizing the reality of youth in the contemporary 
world, the challenge of interpreting this data, and 
the courage required in choosing new paths for their 
accompaniment. This, according to the Introduction 
to this working document, had come as a result of the 
attempts to listen to the voice of young people across the 
globe: “Firstly, an online questionnaire was prepared in 
various languages and translated by some Episcopal 
Conferences, which gathered the answers of over one 
hundred thousand young people. The collected material 
is immense. Furthermore, the pre-synodal meeting 
took place (Rome, 19-24 March 2018), which ended on 
Palm Sunday with the presentation of a final document 
to the Holy Father. This initiative was attended by about 
three hundred young people from the five continents 
and even fifteen thousand young people through social 
media. The event, an expression of the Church’s desire 

to listen to all young people, no one excluded, has 
achieved considerable resonance”. 
Now, a few weeks before the Synod itself, the Holy Father 
published an Apostolic Constitution “Episcopalis 
Communio” dealing with the manner of consultation 
with the people of God in a synodal church. Bishops, 
the Pope says, are at the same time ‘Teachers and 
disciples’, in their duty which involves their mission, 
but also in their commitment to listening to the voice of 
Christ, who speaks through the People of God in such a 
way as to make them infallible in believing. The synod 
thus becomes an even more privileged instrument of 
listening to the people of God, by consulting with the 
faithful of the particular churches.
It seems like the Pope is purposefully developing the 
art and the craft of listening in the church! The Synod 
marks a process of discernment through agreements, 
disagreements, conflicts, controversies… all apparently 
crooked lines slowly straightening out into a set of 
definitive choices. Surely we need the Holy Spirit to 
monitor this synodal process!
This appears to be a good model for all of us to follow; 
and at the local level it is bound to be far easier than  
at the level of the universal church. Whatever the 
issues any community faces, the practice of such a craft 
of listening has the potential of deepening harmony  
and generating synergy for facing the challenges on  
the horizon.
As we thank God for bringing us to the close of our 
first term, we pray in a special way for the success of the 
synod on Youth, Faith, and Vocational Discernment. 
We look forward to witnessing for ourselves the 
profound experiences of effective listening that the 
synod members will have. And we wish to commit 
ourselves to developing the art and craft of listening, 
in the seminary, in our parishes of pastoral work,  
in the institutions in which we function, and in society  
at large.

- Fr Aniceto Pereira



Humility is like a pair of scales:  
the lower one side falls, the higher rises the other.  

Let us humble ourselves like the Blessed Virgin and we shall be exalted.
St.  John Marie Vianney

- Br Kelvin Santis, 3rd Year Theology

LECTIO BREVIS 

The seminary enthusiastically waits for the 3rd of July 
each year as we officially begin the academic year. As 
the tradition goes, we have the Mass of the Holy Spirit 
in the morning, during which our professors make a 
solemn profession of faith before the Archbishop of 
Bombay, Cardinal Oswald Gracias. This is followed by 
a profession made by the entire community to fulfil 
their duties during the coming year. The Lectio Brevis 
given to the whole community after the Eucharistic 
celebration is one of the major highlights of the day. 
The Lectio Brevis sets the tone for the entire year.  
It was delivered by Cardinal Oswald Gracias. He began 
by warmly welcoming all the new comers to St. Pius 
X Family. He officially thanked and acknowledged the 
work of all the seminary professors. The Lectio Brevis 
centered on Catholicism and its impact in the six 
continents. He also shared about the focus of the Pope 
being Evangelisation and Decentralization. 

Speaking about the continents he said, the Church in 
North America is on the rise and people are coming 
back after the recent scandals that they have faced. The 
systematic plan of the Bishops Conference needs to be 
given due credit for the same. 
Speaking about the Church of South America, he 
highlighted the history of the Bishops Conferences at 
Medellin, Puebla and Santa Domingo and how they 
shaped the vision of the Church in South America. 
Coming to Africa, he mentioned that the Church is 
growing but facing challenges from politics and other 
secular groups who are corrupt and selfish. He observed 
that the African Church also needs more inculturation. 
About Europe he said the Church is struggling in 
terms of numbers. The two prominent groups there 
are the conservatives and the progressives and they are 
asking very important pastoral questions that need to 
be addressed. He highlighted the whole question of 
communion to the separated and how the Church is 
finding pastoral answers to the questions asked. 
He paid special attention to the continent of Australia 
and highlighted the recent issues of paedophilia. He 
also mentioned about proposed laws in Australia that 
put in danger the Sacramental seal of Confession. 
Finally coming to Asia, he highlighted the fact that 
the Church in Asia is now where the center of gravity 
has shifted with regards to Faith. The challenges are 
immense, as in most countries Catholics are only a 
minority. The challenges seem to be similar among 
Asian countries and require greater collaboration. 
The Lectio Brevis also highlighted the place of the 
Church of India and the issues we face to work in our 
own country. The challenge placed before us by the 
Cardinal was to learn to love the Church during our 
years of formation. In a personal way, the Cardinal 
also challenged the entire seminary to be the best 
seminary in the country, providing a formation that 
will contribute not just to our own Dioceses but the 
Universal Church.



Every vocation to the priesthood comes from the heart of God, 
but it passes through the heart of a mother.

St. Pius X

A new journey begins…

“The end of a journey means the start of another 
one.” This was the resolve of 13 young men as they 
ended a journey from their parental homes to start a 
new journey towards the Priesthood at their spiritual 
home in St Pius X College, Goregaon, on Sunday, 17th 
June 2018. These 13 candidates; 7 for the Archdiocese 
of Bombay, 2 each for the Dioceses of Vasai and 
Sindhudurg and 1 each for the Dioceses of Mysore and 
Bangalore; were accorded an affectionate welcome by 
the staff and students of the Seminary.
A meaningful prayer service was conducted in the Main 
Chapel to receive these candidates into the seminary. 
It was initiated by Bp Agnelo, the moderator of the 
Orientation Year. A reading from the Gospel according 
to John saw the candidates accepting the invitation 
of Jesus to “Come and See” (John 1:39). Finally Fr 
Aniceto Pereira, the Rector of the Seminary, welcomed 

the candidates with a loving embrace and gifted each 
of them a copy of the document on priestly formation, 
“The Gift of the Priestly Vocation” and a Bible Diary.
These 13 candidates begin their priestly formation by 
undergoing one year of Orientation, also known as 
“the Propaedeutic Stage.” The principal objective of 
this indispensible phase of formation is to provide a 
solid base for the spiritual life, to nurture a greater self-
awareness for personal growth, and to acquire an initial 
and overall familiarity with Christian Doctrine.
We pray that as these candidates begin this journey 
of formation, they will always be faithful to God’s call 
as they strive to become “Ambassadors for Christ.”  
(2 Cor 5:20)

- Fr Prashant Padu
Director, Orientation Programme



The Seminary  has been blessed with  
13 Vocations this year 

SEVEN OF THEM FOR BOMBAY

God’s love and mercy is so great 
that I would like to be used as 
a little instrument to bring his 
mercy and love to the people.
“The kingdom of heaven is like 
treasure hidden in a field which 
someone found and hid, then 
in his joy he goes and sells all 
that he has and buys that field”  
– Matthew 13:44

I want to be a faithful servant of 
Jesus Christ and serve people, 
specially the poor and down-
trodden with love and peace
“If anyone wants to become my 
follower, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross daily and 
follow me. What does it profit 
them if they gain the whole world, 
but lose or forfeit themselves” 
– Luke 9:23, 25

About to reach at the pinnacle of 
my career in Law, I realized that I 
could do more good for the people 
at the altar or in the confessional 
than I could in the courtroom. 
The legal remedy is a limited 
remedy, whereas the mercy of 
God is unlimited can reach many 
through his chosen people.
“My heart is restless until it rests 
in God” – St. Augustine

I will keep Christ as my first 
priority, because I believe in the 
words which God said to prophet 
Jeremiah, “Before I formed you in 
the womb, I knew you.” So, God 
has chosen and called me to love, 
serve and worship him. To be 
Christ-like and to be faithful to  
his calling is what I desire.
“I can do all things in Christ who 
strengthens me” – Philippians 4:13

My vision of the priesthood is to 
love, help and spread the message 
of Christ to the people.
“We do not live to ourselves, 
and we do not die to ourselves. 
If we live, we live to the Lord, 
and if we die, we die to the Lord; 
so then, whether we live or 
whether we die, we are the Lord’s.”  
– Romans 14:7-8

“Those who are well have 
no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick.” My vision 
for the priesthood is to give  
myself completely to God and to  
the people of God, specially to  
youth: to be with them, guide 
them and help them to face the 
challenges of the world and to  
train them to be independent, 
yet to be dependent on God.

Ivan Kamble ST. ANTHONY’S CHURCH, MALWANI, MALAD(W) Sanal Tuscano DIOCESE OF VASAI

Robinson P. ST. ANTHONY’S CHURCH, DHARAVI

Viyar Joseph Dinis ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, UTTAN CHOWK Ashwin Rohan Barnis A. DIOCESE OF MYSORE

Francis Fernandes HOLY CROSS CHURCH, LOWER PAREL



God has greater plans for 
everyone. For me, becoming 
a priest is just a part of it. I am 
waiting for the Lord to unfold  
his plans for me and use me as  
an instrument to do his work.
“Wherever He leads me I will 
follow.”

“Bloom where you are planted”. 
This quote inspired me to join 
the seminary when the Lord 
called me. It is my prayer that I 
may go wherever the Lord will 
ask me, so that I may reach out 
to the needy and proclaim the 
word of God.

Lloyd Dsouza

Edward Patrick H. ARCHDIOCESE OF BANGALORE

Lloyd D’Souza DIOCESE OF SINDHUDURG

To rule is to serve; as Jesus did 
not come to be served, but to 
serve. My vision is to serve  
all people.

Jason Gonsalves OUR LADY OF IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION CHURCH, BORIVALI (W)

“You have made us for yourself O Lord, and our heart is restless until it finds its rest in you” 
These words of St. Augustine have rung true for me, as heeding the voice of our Lord has 
brought me great peace. In today’s world torn by grief, suffering and rampant social disparity, 
I aim to help and minister to people, so that they too may find true peace and freedom that 
Christ gives us freely.

Dorson Domnic Dmello HOLY MAGI CHURCH, GORAI VILLAGE

I wish to be God’s instrument 
so that I can bring a smile into 
everyone’s life, and be a source  
of blessing to all.

Nothing about the priesthood 
is self-centered. The priesthood 
is to serve, to bless and to 
strengthen other people. That is 
what I want to do.

Alex T. Abraham DIOCESE OF VASAIGabriel Fernandes DIOCESE OF SINDHUDURG

To become a disciple and lead 
men to our Lord, by laying 
down our lives so that others 
may live. Priests are a blessing 
to their families, friends and 
those around them by their 
consecrated lifestyle.
“I have called you by name, you 
are  mine” – Isaiah 43:1

Marison D’Souza OUR LADY OF NAZARETH CHURCH, 
BHAYANDAR (W)



New Comer’s Day

- Br Antic Arnold, 2nd Year Theology

The New Comer’s day is held every year on the feast 
day of St. Thomas the Apostle of India, celebrated on 
3rd July. It is on this day that the St. Pius community 
celebrates the Holy Spirit Mass marking the beginning 
of a new academic year. We invoke the presence of 
the Holy Spirit upon the community to guide and 
strengthen us throughout the year in all the areas of 
our formation. Our beloved Cardinal Oswald Gracias 
graced the seminary with his presence despite his 
tiring journey from the Vatican the same morning. 
He celebrated the holy Eucharist followed by the  
‘Lectio Brevis’, an address to the St Pius family.
Thereafter, the community gathered for a festive  
lunch held in the refectory and enjoyed the festive 
delicacies. Later in the day, as is the tradition, we had a  

cultural program. This year, the African tribal theme of  
“Karibu Rafikiwote!” meaning “Welcome Everyone!” 
was chosen. The program began with the prayer song. 
The new comers enthralled the community with their 
creative class wise presentations and then introduced 
themselves to the community. The Orients batch too 
put up a splendid skit showcasing their God-given 
talents. The whole evening revolved around the African 
tribal concept with various teams named after tribes. 
There were exciting spot prizes in addition to humour 
and fun! The icing on the cake was the fancy dress 
competition, as is the custom, in which several brothers 
took an active part. The memorable celebration ended 
well with fellowship at the dining table.

Karibu Rafikiwote

In case you wish to receive an e-copy of the Semachar,  
kindly write to us at stpius.semachar@gmail.com

 N O T E  T O  R E A D E R S



Celebration of the feast day of St Pius X…

Diaconate 2018
The Archdiocese of Bombay is blessed with four  
new Deacons: Leon Veigas, Renold D’Souza, Omar 
Fernandes and Ashwin Castellino. With them, 
Sachin Muntode was also ordained Deacon for 
the Diocese of Nashik. The Diaconate Ordination 
Mass was presided over by Bp Allwyn D’Silva  
along with many other priests on the 29th of July.  
The family members, relatives and close friends  
of our Deacons were also blessed to participate in 
this happy event. As is the custom, the ordination 
mass was followed by a short felicitation ceremony 
and concluded with a fellowship lunch.
We congratulate the newly ordained Deacons and 
wish them a fruitful ministry in preparation for 
their Priestly Ordination.

- Br Alton Extros, 2nd Year Philosophy

- Br Herold Quadros, 1st Year Theology

“To renew all things in Christ”, is the motto of the saintly 
Pope, who is known for his liturgical reforms and his 
ardent love towards the Eucharist - St. Pope Pius X. He 
is our seminary patron and intercessor. The community 
members of St Pius X College celebrated our feast day on 
the 21st of August with a lot of fanfare and enthusiasm. 
The main highlight of the day was the Holy Eucharist, 
solemnly celebrated by our Ordinatis- those who got 
ordained into the priesthood in the previous academic 
year. It was a pleasure to see our four newly ordained 
priests and a permanent deacon back home after a long 
time, and witness all of them celebrate the mass, along 
with our seminary staff. The preacher highlighted the 
responsibility of a priest in carefully selected words. The 
mass was followed by a felicitation cum entertainment 

program in the main hall. The deacons welcomed the 
Ordinatis and took them into a nostalgic ride with some 
funny and satirical songs and dance moves, keeping 
up to the long held tradition! Fr Rector addressed the 
community speaking to us about the responsibility we 
possess in our ministry as members of the prestigious 
St Pius X College. He further mentioned how proud 
he felt when a religious nun heaped praises about the 
priests getting trained in our seminary. The program 
ended with a sumptuous meal in the refectory. 
The evening program had a surprise of its own when 
‘Amazing Race’ made its debut. Brilliantly planned and 
executed by a few seminarians, it involved embarking 
on a mission to solve tasks and riddles and get your 
clue to move ahead in the race, which encompassed the 
entire campus. The activity helped teams work together 
with innovation, dedication and brotherhood.   
We ended the day long celebration with a movie for all 
the community members. The feast day of our patron 
is truly a time when we acknowledge our numerous 
blessings and graces poured down on us by our Lord 
Jesus. We are thankful to be a part of the St Pius X 
family, and we ask our Patron to intercede for us so 
that we may get more and more worthy priests working 
selflessly and with a spirit of love and sanctity. 



St. Pius X College is taking active steps in contributing 
towards our environment. The seminary has started 
a new initiative to productively utilize our land and 
to appreciate the occupation of cultivation. Every 
Wednesday, each class works to cultivate a produce in 
their assigned plot. The produce of each group will be 
measured at the end of the year.
A session was conducted by Mr. Julius on 27th June, 
2018 to guide us through this initiative. He provided 
tips and techniques on cultivating the plots for 
optimum productivity. He also spoke about the various 
advantages of home-grown fruits and vegetables, as 
compared to the ones available in the market. He also 

presented his success stories through photographs 
carried out at other locations. Finally, he suggested 
some steps that we could carry out in our campus for a 
good produce. He continues to guide the seminarians 
at their respective plots. 
Overall it was a very informative session wherein we got 
an idea as to how we can grow vegetables and effectively 
plan and implement techniques. This “Green Venture” 
will not only help save the environment and make us 
more self-reliant; it will also contribute towards healthy 
bonding of the whole class, as we co-ordinate with each 
other in the groups.

It’s that time of the year when the seminary is filled 
with vibes and echoes resounding, “It’s showtime!” The 
annual inter class plays staged in the seminary are an 
excellent platform for the seminarians to explore their 
creative dimensions in the field of theatre and drama. 
This works as an excellent scouting ground for the highly 
celebrated ‘Major Play’ that is held annually in December.  
Each play was allotted a maximum of 25 mins.
Every class had creative scripts and performances which 
covered comedy, tragedy, reality, satire, history, drama 
and mystery. The use of lights, sounds, props and the 
architecture of the performance hall added more flavor 
to the plays. The evening was compered by the deacons in 
a unique fashion. Despite the demanding routine of the 
seminary, all the classes put up splendid performances.

The Green Venture…

It’s showtime! 

- Br Conrad Pereira, 2nd Year Philosophy

- Br Kenneth Pinto, 1st Year Philosophy

The closing ceremony was held immediately after a well-
deserved supper. The judges for the event, Frs Joshua, 
Gavin and Sr Romana, made a critical evaluation of 
the plays and proposed ideas for further improvement. 
Overall, it was a very enriching evening that helped the 
participants discover the joy of working together and 
helping one another to bring out the best in them.



A pilgrim is a wanderer but with a purpose. In the 
seminary, the purpose of the annual pilgrimage is to  
seek the intercession of Our Lady to strengthen and 
safeguard our vocation towards the priesthood. So on 
the 12th of September, continuing with the tradition, 
the seminary organised the walking pilgrimage from  
St Pius College, Goregaon to the Mount.
The journey began with a short prayer service at 2.30 
am in the Seminary Chapel. Some of the brothers who 
opted to walk from Khar station to the Mount joined 
the main groups later. It was a prayerful experience  
walking together for approximately 16 kms in allotted 
groups for better facilitation. The prayers included 
praying the Rosary and singing Marian hymns.  
A short halt at Sacred Heart Church, Santa Cruz for 

Come in pilgrim to the Mount…

- Br Cletus Ferrao, 2nd Year Philosophy

light refreshment was rejuvenating. All the groups 
arrived at the Diocesan Pastoral Centre by 5.30 am. 
Arrangements were made for a quick shower and tea 
was also made available, after which all got ready for the 
Holy Eucharist at 7.30 am. The Holy Mass was animated 
entirely by the Seminary brothers and professors. The 
Rector Fr. Aniceto Pereira was the main celebrant. Our 
seminary is grateful to Bp John Rodrigues for making all 
necessary arrangements and giving us the opportunity 
to venerate our Blessed Mother at the shrine.
We pray that through this annual pilgrimage Mother 
Mary may constantly intercede for each one of us to be 
true “ambassadors for Christ”; and lead us to her loving 
Son Jesus.

The St Pius Family cordially welcomes to the seminary, 
Bp Agnelo Gracias & Fr Prashant Padu

After welcoming Bishop 
Agnelo as the Director of 
the Orientation Programme, 
we have to bid him farewell 
as he takes up his new 
assignment as Apostolic 
Administrator of the 
Diocese of Jalandhar.

Fr Prashant Padu takes up 
the responsibility of being 
the new Director of the 
Orientation Programme.



The St Pius Family thanks  
Fr Keith, Fr  Jervis & Fr Stephen for their invaluable 
contribution as they leave us…

After 20 years of teaching in the seminary The Staff 
and the community (of brothers) of St. Pius College  
bid farewell to Fr. Keith in April 2018. 
He has been one of the two resident philosophy 
professors who taught a number of courses to the 
philosophers and some to the theologians at St. Pius 
College.  Year after year from 1989 to 2018, except for a 
nine-year gap for his theology and Ph.D studies, he has 
taught a wide variety of subjects in Philosophy.
Besides his active involvement in teaching, he was also 
a Moderator, In Charge of Sports, Coordinator of the 
Staying Out Project, Coordinator of Ongoing Staff 
Formation and Convenor of the Reading Circle. 
When I asked him what nostalgic memories he takes 
with him from St. Pius College, he smilingly replied, 
“Good relations between Staff and students; a lot of 
positive energy on campus; a sense of freedom with 
responsibility; good quality of Staff (resident and 
visiting) and students from all over India; wholesome 
pastoral work programme; good experience of those 
who stayed out in earlier times; connecting with St Pius 
students all over the country during various visits.” 

The waves roll on… Standing on the seashore, watching the waves 
come in has always been an exhilarating experience for me. Tall 
and majestic, these waves are full of power and beauty. They roll 
forward, driven by the wind and pulled by the gravity of the moon. 
As they move forward towards you, bits of them begin to spill over. 
However as they near the shore, they gather all their resources 
together, rise to their full height and then topple over, spilling 
out all their contents down to the very last drop. They have spent 
themselves utterly and given themselves away totally.
This imagery encapsulates the two year stay of Fr. Jervis D’Souza 
in the seminary of  St. Pius. After having served the archdiocese 
of Bombay in the marriage tribunal for 15 years, five of them as 
judicial vicar, Fr. Jervis came to the seminary to serve the brothers 
of the orientation year as their director.

St. Pius Staff and the Community will miss him very 
much. Though physically not present at St. Pius, he will 
continue to be associated with us as a visiting professor. 
It shows the deep bonding he has with the Seminary. 
They say, all good things come to an end. I believe Fr 
Keith’s tenure has ended at St Pius only to begin afresh 
with a new assignment for good things to continue 
in the future! We wish him God’s abundant blessings 
in his new appointment as the Rector of St. Xavier’s 
College, Mumbai.

Farewell Fr Keith Dsouza SJ...

Farewell Fr Jervis Dsouza…

- Fr Jerome D’Souza, SJ



Farewell Fr Stephen Fernandes…

His stint with the orients was filled with happiness, 
excitement and adventure. His systematic planning and 
organizational skills enabled the orients to experience 
a schedule that not only infused them with knowledge 
and wisdom, but equipped them with skills needed in 
their journey to holiness. His guidance and insights, the 
valuable time spent with them and above all his personal 
witness and life immensely benefitted the orients to see 
their vocation and their call to the priesthood as a gift 
from God to serve humanity. His untiring efforts to give 
a vision to the portfolio of Language Skills is bearing 
rich fruits already and there is so much to cheer about 

The community of St. Pius X College bid farewell to 
our beloved Fr. Stephen Fernandes on 17th September, 
2018, as he left to take up his new appointment at the 
nunciature in New Delhi.  Fr. Stephen served here at 
St. Pius for nearly 20 years in various capacities: he was 
a much sought-after Moderator, a proficient Professor 
of Moral Theology and Patrology, in charge of the 
Computer and Sound Departments and for several 
years handled various other portfolios such as head of 
the Cultural Department, Moderator of speech classes, 
Coordinator of the Liturgy etc.  Besides his numerous 
commitments at the seminary, he also helped the 
Archdiocese in numerous ways: he was the Chaplain of 

the cultural department with which he was associated. 
Jervis was truly a blessing to the family of St. Pius.
Alas, all good things do come to an end and even though 
Fr. Jervis’ stay in the seminary was short-lived, it was 
truly enriching and memorable. As he now embarks 
on a new assignment as deputy secretary general of 
the Catholic Bishops Conference of India, we wish Fr. 
Jervis the very best in life, knowing that he will spread 
his goodness to the national church. Indeed our loss is 
the CBCI’s gain.

the St. Luke’s Medical Guild, in charge of the Biomedical 
Ethics Centre, and the Moderator of Candidates for the 
Permanent Diaconate.  We cannot forget the symposia 
that ‘Stefano’ organized every year on various topical 
moral issues, and the much-liked and profitable classes 
in moral theology for the laity. He also offered his 
generous services to the Indian Church as secretary and 
theological advisor to the several Commissions of the 
CBCI and the CCBI, and travelled extensively in India 
and abroad for various conferences. 
All those who knew Fr. Stephen personally experienced 
him as a warm, loving, hard-working, dedicated, and 
helpful person, always available to those who needed 
his help in any way, and an extremely generous person - 
generous with his time, talents, and even finances!  
The community of St. Pius had mixed feelings as we 
bade farewell to Fr. Stephen - mixed because, on the 
one hand, we are proud and happy that he has been 
appointed to serve the Church at the national level 
(and perhaps at the Universal level, too?), but sad that 
we shall miss his warm, presence and irreplaceable 
contribution to the seminary. Although he will come 
here regularly as a visiting professor, it is our wish that 
after his assignment he comes back to the Seminary 
and resumes from where he left.  In the meantime,  
au revoir, and all the very best to you, dear Fr. Stephen!

- Fr John Barretto

- Fr Anthony L. Fernandes

“I thank my God upon every remembrance of you”
Philippians 1;3
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We wish to express our gratitude to Br Omar Fernandes, Br Conrad Pereira 
& Br Jordan Govind, the outgoing editors and the Archdiocese of Bombay - 
Catholic Communication Centre for designing all the issues of Semachar.

Editorial Team:  
Fr Julian Saldanha SJ, Br Alan Fernandes  
& Br Noel D’Souza

A word of gratitude…
On October 14, 2018 Archbishop Oscar Romero will be 
canonized a Saint by Pope Francis. This canonization is 
especially significant for the community of St Pius since 
on 9th and 10th December 2017 we staged our Major 
Play titled “Nirnnayon ka Jeevan” in Hindi, depicting 
the life and death of this Salvadoran Archbishop. The 
play was very successful with a full audience for both 
the showings. 
In addition to raising the awareness of significant 
issues and personalities, while also providing some 
entertainment, the major play is also a platform for us to 
raise funds, so that we can address any imminent needs 
of the seminary. It is here that you, our dear benefactors 
and donors, play a major role. Your selfless assistance 
helps the seminary to run so smoothly and efficiently. 
We take this opportunity to express our deepest 

gratitude for all your generous contributions last year. 
We are pleased to inform you that all your contributions 
were effectively utilized and we successfully conducted 
all the repair work on the corroded piping system in the 
seminary which was over 50 years old. We, the St Pius 
family, would like to thank you immensely for all the 
support you render time and again! 
It is already October, and December 2018 is right 
around the corner! It is once again time to set the stage, 
turn on the lights, undertake roles and tell more stories. 
The preparations for the same are already underway. 
Please continue to support us. This year we will be 
putting up an English Major Play on the 8th and 9th 
of December. We extend to you a warm invitation! So 
please mark your calendars and do join us for a journey 
to yet another story and world…

Rite of Candidacy conferred by Bp Bosco Penha  
on 29th June

Library Department organises the annual Book Sale  
on 17th July

Teachers Day Celebration on 5th Sept

Cardinal visits the Main Library on 27th July

Blood Donation Drive held on 14th Aug

Recollection by Fr Austin Norris on 3rd Aug

Football match - Atletico Madrid Foundation Vs St Pius X College
on 24th July

Conferral of the Acolyte Ministry by Bp Percival Fernandes  
on 5th July

Conferral of the  Lector Ministry by Bp Percival Fernandes  
on 5th July

- Br Cliffton Mendonca, 3rd Year Theology




